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Fiat Freemont Unveiled
 
Highlights:

· New Fiat Freemont to debut at Geneva Motor Show

· First Fiat vehicle to emerge from Fiat-Chrysler partnership

· Based on Dodge Journey SUV but completely re-engineered
· New looks, new engines, new transmissions, new interior, revised chassis 
· RHD production unconfirmed at this stage
Press Release:

The newest member of the Fiat family is set make its public debut at the 2011 Geneva Motor Show in March. The new Fiat Freemont is the first Fiat vehicle to emerge from partnership between Fiat Group Automobiles and Chrysler Group and uses the seven-seat Dodge Journey SUV as its basis. It will be produced in the Mexican plant of Toluca alongside the U.S. market Fiat 500.
The ‘Freemont’ name was chosen because it conjures up a sense of freedom, adventure and outdoor endeavour and in keeping with its new identity the Fiat Freemont also enjoys a new look courtesy of a redesigned front bumper and grille, as well as a new rear bumper and restyled LED tail lamps. The passenger compartment is also revamped with a fresh design, improved soundproofing and high-quality, soft-touch materials.
Thanks to its generous proportions (4.89m long, 1.88m wide and 1.72m tall) and class-leading wheelbase (2.89m) there’s ample room for all seven occupants, even in the rearmost row, and access to the rear is via large doors which open out to 90 degrees. When extra carrying capacity is required the rear seats disappear into the floor in one simple movement to create a flat, 1,461-litre load bay.
Safety is, of course, paramount and in addition to ABS with Brake Assist; ESP with Hill-Holder; electronic roll mitigation and seven airbags, the second row can be fitted with an integrated booster-seat system to ensure children are carried in safety and comfort. Equipment levels are also exceptionally high with tri-zone climate control, keyless entry, cruise control, tyre-pressure monitors, fog lights and a touch-screen “info-tainment” system standard on all Fiat Freemont models.
The chassis has been completely reworked in line with Fiat’s exacting standards, resulting in improved comfort and greater handling precision, while Fiat Powertrain Technology’s renowned 2.0-litre MultiJet diesel engine, available with 140hp or 170hp, will power the majority of European models. Initially, the Fiat Freemont will be only available with front-wheel drive and a six-speed manual gearbox but shortly after launch, four-wheel drive will be also be offered in conjunction with the 170hp 2.0-litre MultiJet diesel or a Chrysler-made, 276hp, 3.6-litre V6 petrol engine. Both versions will have automatic transmissions.
The new Fiat Freemont will go on sale in mainland Europe in the second half of 2011 but even though the Dodge Journey was built in right-hand drive no decision has been made yet regarding offering the Fiat Freemont to customers in the UK and Ireland.
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